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ORDINANCE NO.:  2020-059 
 
 

Emergency Ordinance Requiring that Face Coverings or Masks Be Work in Public in 
The City of Columbia During the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency and Recovery 

 
 
 WHEREAS, Covid-19 continues to aggressively spread across the state with the South Carolina 
Department of Health and Environmental Control ("SCDHEC") confirming the localized person-to-person 
spread of Covid-19 in South Carolina, which indicates a significantly increasing risk of exposure and infection 
to City of Columbia residents and creating an extreme public health risk; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, as of June 15, 2020, there were 18,795 confirmed cases throughout the State of South 
Carolina, 2, 215 cases in Richland County and 1,155 cases in Lexington County, 600 deaths statewide, 72 
deaths in Richland County and 39 deaths in Lexington County; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the Council finds that it is in the best interest of the public peace, health, welfare, and 
safety, and to preserve the lives of citizens of the City of Columbia, to require that masks, consisting of at least 
simple cloth face coverings, be worn by persons when interacting in public spaces in the City of Columbia; 
NOW, THEREFORE,  
 
 BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Columbia, South Carolina this __ day 
of __________, 2020 that facial coverings or masks shall be required in public places within the City to slow 
the spread of the novel coronavirus disease, known as COVID-19. 
 
 “Face covering” or “mask” means a cloth, fabric, or other soft or permeable material, without holes, 
that covers both the mouth and nose and includes surgical masks, N-95 respirators, face shields, handmade 
masks, and bandanas. 
 
 A.  The use of a face covering and/or mask is required by every person within the boundaries of the 
City of Columbia as detailed below. Every person over the age of ten (10) must wear a face covering when: 
 1.  Inside a building open to the public; 
 2.  Waiting to enter a building open to the public; 
 3. Interacting with other people in outdoor spaces, including, but not limited to, curbside pickup, 
delivery, and service calls; 
 4.  When engaging in business activities in private spaces; 
 5.   Utilizing public or private transportation; or 
 6.  Walking in public where maintaining a distance of six (6) feet between other members of public at 
all times is not possible. 
 
 B.  Face coverings are not required in the following circumstances: 
 1.  In personal vehicles; 
 2.  When a person is alone in enclosed spaces; during outdoor physical activity, provided the active 
person maintains a minimum of six (6) feet from other people at all times; 
 3.  When a person is alone or only with other household members;  
 4.  While drinking, eating or smoking; 
 5.  When wearing a face covering causes or aggravates a health condition. 
 
 Any person violating any provision of this ordinance shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor offense 
and shall be subject to the penalties outlined in City Code section 1-5. 
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 If any subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this ordinance or any application of it to any 
person, structure, or circumstance is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a decision of a court of 
competent jurisdiction, then such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions or applications 
of this ordinance. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this emergency ordinance shall be terminated by the issuance of 
another ordinance of shall automatically expire on the 61st day after enactment of this ordinance. 
 
Requested by: 
  
Councilmember Duvall                            ____________________________________ 
       Mayor 
Approved by: 
 
______________________________ 
City Manager 
  
Approved as to form:     ATTEST: 
 

T. A. Knox 

_______________________________   ____________________________________ 
City Attorney      City Clerk 
 
Introduced: 
Final Reading:  


